
 

    

     

   Agenda Item: 13. 

 

MEMORANDUM  
 

TO THE BOARD: 

 

SUBJECT: General Manager’s Report 

 

DATE:  November 7, 2014 

 

FROM: John Winkler, General Manager 

 

 
 

A. INFORMATION/EDUCATION REPORT: The Information and Education Report 

detailing the department’s activities for the month of October, 2014, is attached for your 

review. 

 

B. PERSONNEL/MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS:  

 

1.    Michael Bickley, Land Steward, has resigned from his position effective October 24, 

2014.  Mike started with the District in August of 2008.  We wish Mike the best of 

luck in his new endeavor.  The District will begin advertising for a Land Steward in 

the spring.   

 

2.      Jerry Herbster, District Park Superintendent, departed from the District on October 

24, 2014.  Jerry had served the District for more than 26 years.  In order to take 

advantage of some efficiency, the District will merge the Park Superintendent tasks 

into the Operation and Maintenance Superintendent and Lead Land Steward positions. 

Bill Warren will serve as the Operation & Maintenance/Park Superintendent and Tom 

Pleiss will serve as the Assistant Park Superintendent.  I wish Bill and Tom the best of 

luck in their newly defined positions.    

 

3.    A memo with the results from the Papio-Missouri River NRD Scrap Tire Collection 

that was held in West Point, Nebraska on September 5
th

, 2014, is attached for your 

review.  The event collected 452.03 tons of tires.  I want to thank all the volunteers 

and District staff members that helped to make this a huge success. 

 

 4.    The General Election Result List is attached for your review.  Congratulations to Fred 

Conley - Subdistrict #2; John Conley - Subdistrict #4; Jim Thompson - Subdistrict #6; 

Tim Fowler - Subdistrict #8; and Dave Klug - Subdistrict #10.  District staff and I look 

forward to serving you for another four years! 

 

5.     The current Nebraska Unicameral Legislature’s Schedule of Interim Committee Hearings 

is attached for your review. 

 

C. REPORT ON PURCHASES – CONSTRUCTION SERVICES, PROFESSIONAL 

SERVICES AND PERSONAL PROPERTY:  Pursuant to Board direction, attached is a 



 

report indicating construction services, professional services and personal property purchases 

from the month of October, 2014.  Please review this report and contact me if you have any 

questions. 
 

D. CURRENT AND ON-GOING PROJECTS – P-MRNRD LEGAL COUNSEL: Attached 

is a copy of the current and on-going projects for District Legal Counsel, Husch Blackwell, as 

of October 13, 2014.  I would ask each Director to review this listing.  If you have any 

questions, please feel free to contact me. 
 

E. PAPILLION CREEK WATERSHED PARTNERSHIP REPORT:  The Papillion Creek 

Watershed Partnership meeting was held on October 23, 2014, and the meeting minutes are 

attached for your review.  The next Partnership meeting is scheduled for November 20, 2014. 

  

F. NEWS CLIPS: 

 

 October 10, 2014, Omaha World Herald article, Brasch, Japp on election homestretch 

 October 10, 2014, Washington Co. Enterprise article, Japp attempts to buy soil by the 

millions 

 October 13, 2014, Omaha World Herald article, Kansas’ accusation that Nebraska 

violated Republican River pact lands at U.S. Supreme Court 

 October 16, 2014, Pender Times article, Rosalie getting water upgrade 

 October 19, 2014, Omaha World Herald article, Flood control dominates in five Papio-

Missouri River NRD races 

 October 21, 2014, Omaha World Herald article, In opening of Missouri River bridge, 

Bellevue sees its opportunity to attract development 

 October 24, 2014, Water Online article, Nebraska: Beacon of Good Water Policy? 

 October 28, 2014, Omaha World Herald editorial: Four for Papio NRD flood work 

 November 5, 2014, Omaha World Herald article, Sarpy County’s Prairie Queen 

Recreation Area will offer fishing and flood protection 

 November 7, 2014, Omaha World Herald article, Papio-Missouri River NRD board 

member Scott Japp must cooperate in dam dirt spat 

 November 9, 2014, Omaha World Herald editorial: Feds should heed concerns over 

‘water rules’ 

 November 10, 2014, Midlands Voices article: ‘Waters of the U.S.’ rule is needless 








































































